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1958 IN SCIENCE FICTION
/b y E w a r d Wood/ IN TWO PARTS - PART ONE

T T WAS a bad year. No compromise with the truth can disguise this elementary 
fact Three mw titles were added to the magazine field and 12 removed one 

1 w^r X the year. Another year like 1958 and American ^gzine

science-fiction will for all practical economic purposes be de^’ 
circulation, obscure writing, moronic monstrosities and in-
ationism inherent in the field for years have come to a head. The results are 

^^re^XoS^  ̂ stori6S dulin® th8/ear:
many £ in soS not a’s few’as in others. Y e t how long will a dwindling
market attract talent which can reap greater rewards in more lucrative field 3

The paperbacks which depended for so long on the reprinting • g ... 
ies are starting to print original stories. T h e paperbacks are.also reprinting 
themselves sometimes under different titles. Just from.the economics of the situ 
ation, one would rationalize that the paperbacks are driving the magazines out and 

are at the same time replacing them. . .
I am listing the 1958 magazines in alphabetical order giving besides the num

ver of issues published during the year, the total number of issues publishe y 
Wat title U the end of 195^ 0 u t ’of the. total of 23 titles and one^marginal
item I have also indicated the rating of the first, ten. I t seemed fruitless 
rank those magazines which published one issue unless the issue seemed t o be an 

outstanding item.

ANAZING SCIENCE FICTION STORIES (12 issues) (337) The oldest
zine is not even among the first ten. Yet the changes in name pages, and editors 
seem to show that there is awareness that a problem exists. This Crowded Earth 
(October) by Robert Bloch was outstanding. The Hack Vance story Parapsyche (Aug) 
was to put it kindly - "peculiar". With the proper sort of editing this magazine 
could be a leader. It certainly has the circulation.

Campbell i sASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION (12 issues) (337) 2nd in a field of 23.
good but he has been better. You can always depend on Astounding to be either 1st 
S " Ve fe n Who Counts" and "We Have Fed Our Sea" both by Poul Anderson and
"Unwillingly To School" by Pauline Ashwell.were excellent but Close to Critic 
by Hal Clement was dull, dull, dull. I said it and I m glad.

FANTASTIC (12 issues) (50) Another Ziff-Davis magazine and still out of the first 
teN----- The use of the "Troon" series by John VJyndham from the .British magazine 
Sds science Fiction has brought some badly -eded to^ to this magazine 
the July issue on ShH7er? The use of non-science-fiction/fantasy stones is 

suiting.

New
Why 
in-

23FANTASTIC UNIVERSE SCIENCE FICTION (11 issues) (58) NumbervlO in a field of 
The non-flVing saucer articles are excellent. Robert Silverberg's "Road S. Night
fall" (July) was impressive. If editor Santesson would only cut down on the ex-
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^liked review? . and ye are quite sure 5 corlDare with his. Our thanks to
*very curious in seeing how your viewpoin p - -the editors
Wood

Ed**

"ti “ri -could progress. Why. the waste of Finlay on those banal covers.

FLYING SAUCERS (4 issues) (32) Mrginal ite^ fandom.
Rav Palmer has induced a curious effection for himseu
The contents of his current effort are trivial.

FUTURE SCIENCE FICTM (6 issues) (W) ”^er ’ in S XndX get's gooTstories Ind 

°- = For science Fiction"(dune).

U2 issues) W sto^f
way Gold handies his magazines, yet he publi$ tfe^inest Asimov I've read in years 
bom" by.Isaac Asimov (September). Notable among 1958 serials was
and I still have the magazine version of Tre»X*rious about the title change? 
Fritz Leiber's "The Big Time . Is Go y Canpbell But that was long,
Gold once had a fighting chance to beat out John w. tanpoei

long ago.
a magazine) (31) Finally,years late, this 

Selection #31 "Shambleau" by C. 
original book could

GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL (1 is sue 
magazine has been transformed into a paperback.
L. Moore was excellent but surely not more than 3/7 s of 
have been packed into the reprint’s pages?

Hard luck Damon 
definite loss to the

IF SCIENCE FICTION (6 issues) (49) Number 4 in a field^of 23.
Knight could have done a lot with this ^gj^ently editld magazine which should 
science-fiction field. A well prinWand D^stant Earth" (June) by Arthur
have survived. Not to be missed are fl . g Riley and numerous others .
C. Clarke, "A Question of Identity" (April) y revived it with
(Since this was written, If has ^enp^Xtaff
Gold as editorial director plus the entire staff of oafa^-----„---------

from tbs science-fiction Pushing game^ (can a./ have

“X" w VK
i?^GIN~nTO TALES (3 issues)-(23) Average hackwork, nothing to brag about, nothing 

to be ashamed of.

£to be concluded_in the next^issue^----------------------- ----------------- .

department; so please ^ub^ribe as soon as you can
The nunt>er_after_your name^is the last_issue_you_n--------------- -
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DAVE KYLE ATTEMPTS TO FILE NOTE OF ISSUE - RAYBIN AND DIETZ FILE COUNTERCLAIM

BRONX 21 January. (CP) - It was reported here today that Dave Kyle'had attempted 
“le a Note S Issue with the Calendar Clerk of the Supreme Court,Bronx County. 
This paper, if filed, and the proper fees paid, would place his
Frank Dietz and George Nims Raybin upon the Court Calendar to await its turn for a 
S A perusal of the paper revealed the fact that Dave Kyle was demanding a 
trial*by Jury. His Mote of Issue, however, was rejected by the Calender Clerk e- 

cause of some defect in the papers. . n aRaybin and Dietz, defending themselves i n this legal case, have file 
counterClaim as part of their answer, charging libel, based upon the three Be 
fan magsalleged written and published by_K^le during_195o.-------------------------------------------

SCIENCE FICTION BOOKS -----------------------

NEW SCIENCE/FANTASY BOOKS RECEIVED:

/by Stephen J. Takacs/

THE DEEP RANGE by Arthur C. Clarke, Signet Books, NY, 35#, November 10, 1958.
STAR SCIENCE FICTION STORIES #4, edited by F. Pohl, Ballantine Books, NY, 35# 

November^l3,^9^ DELIVERED by Robert Sheckley, Avalon Books, NY, 52.75, November 

2^’ ^BEYOND THE VANISHING POINT by Ray Cummings; Plus THE SECRET OF XI by Kenneth 

Bulmer, Ace Books, NY, 35#, November 26, 1958. ' ' ’
FIRST ON THE MOON by Jeff Sutton, Ace Books, NY; 35#, November 26,
YEAR'S GREATEST SCIENCE FICTION St FANTASY: 1958, edited b y Judith Merril, 

Gnome Press, Hicksville, NY, $3.5°, December 1, 1958. Avon
CRY, HORRORJ by H. P. Lovecraft (reissue of ’’The Lurking Fear & Others ) 

B°°kS^YMOON^MAKER by Arthur Train & Robert W. Wood, The Dawn Press, Hamburg, NY,

THE RETURN OF SOLAR'PONS b y August W. Derleth, Mycroft & Moran, Sauk City, 

Wise.. $4.00, December 8, 195$* ' n ,oc£>WINDS OF TIME by Chad Oliver, Pocket Books, Inc., NY, 25$, December 9, 1953.
TOMORROW’S GIFT by Edmund Cooper, Ballantine Books,.NY, 35$, December ,,95. 
THE BEST- FROM ’’FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION” - Sth Series, edited by A. Boucher,

WAR OF WO WORLDS by Poul Anderson; Plus THRESHOLD OF ETERNITY by John Brunn 
er, Ace Novels, NY, 35$, December 29, 1953. ' ’ Decenber

TIME TO COME, edited by August W. Derleth, Berkle Books, NY, 35$,

31' ^rIr-R l, edited by Groff Conklin, Avon Books, NY, 35#, January 2, 1959.
STARMAN’S QUEST by Robert Silverberg, Gnome Press, Hicksville, NY, ^3. , 

^n^AFTER THE^RAIN by John Bowen, Ballantine Books, NY, 35$,

NOT IN SOLITUDE by Kenneth F. Gantz, Doubleday & Co, NY, ^3.50, Jan. 23,1959.
A MEDICINE FOR MELANCHOLY by Ray Bradbury, Doubleday & Co, NY, 03.75, January 

23x _ ___________________________________________________________________________________________

SCIENCE FICTION FORECASTS
/Coming Up Next In The Pros/

/GALAXY MAGAZINE? June 1959 issue will contain: Novella: WHATEVER COUNTS byFred
erik PogH-----N^elets: TAKE WOODEN INDIANS b y Avram Davidson, and NO PLACE FOR 
CRIME by J. T. McIntosh, Short Stories: TRAVELING COMPANION WANTED by ^chard- 
Wilson, and SOFT TOUCH by Daniel F. Galouyc. Non-Fact Article: EXTRACTS FROM THE
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GALACTICK ALMANACK ("Music Around The Universe”) by Larry M. Harris, Sciencp De
partment: FOR YOUR INFORMATION ("Any Questions?") b y Willy Ley, Features: EDI- 
TOR’S PAGE by H. L. Gold, and GALAXY’S FIVE STAR SHELF by. Floyd C. Gale. Cover by 
EMSHjLLlu^ FHAIEVgR^COUNTS.____________________________________________ __ ____ _____

"FUTURE SCIENCE FICTION" CROPS COLOPED COVERS

NEV YORK, 5 February, (CNS) - The April issue of Future Science Figimop came .out 
today, and like, the current issue of its sister magazine Science j^ct^qn^tories^ 
the colored covers have been dropped. In its place is a brown and white, .plus 
yellow, line drawings.Unlike Science Fiction Stories, there is no cover-up editor
ial. Calls to editor Robert Lowndes have resulted in what amounts to "no comment" 
answers._______________ ____________________________________________________________________ —

^SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES------------------------------------- ------- /"The World Of Tomorrow T(^^^
Winner: "Science-Fiction Achievement Awards"” 723^1

Published twice-a^-month by SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES, INC., P.O. Box 184, Flushing’' 
*52,, New York. 10^ per copy, $2 per 20 issues, $2.40 per year. Pemanent Sub-* 
* - scription: $15^00. ' *
*BRITISH:. 9d per copy, 7s6d per 10 issues. . 15sOd per 20 issues, Permanent Sub-* 
*scription: 3 Pounds lOsOd from H. M. JOHNSON, 16 Rockville Road, Broad Green,-'' 
* LIVERPOOL 14, ENGLAND. ' ' *
*AUSTRALIA: One Shilling per copy. Ten Shilling^ for 10 issues, One Pound for 20* 
*issues. Permanent Subscription: 5 Pounds, from ROGER DhRD, Box S13&7, GPO- PERTH'* 
# 'WESTERN AUSTRALIA. *
* James V. Taurasi, Sr., Ray Van Houten, and Frank R. Prieto Jr.
* Editors and Publishers.
* Advertisements: $15.00 a full page, or $10 a half page.
* SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES, INC., founded 1937 - Incorporated 1957.

■/CLASSIFIED ADS/ 2Q~per~word including name/ "address and zone number. 25 words 
* minimum, remittance wibh_copy._ £N0 STAMPS __PLEASE J £______________  

/FOR SALE/ SCIENCE-FICTION FANTASY WEIRD REFERENCE BOOKS- POCKETBOOKS - MAGAZINES 
New and Old - Bargins and Bonuses. SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY PUBLICA- 

, TIONS, 127-01 116th Avenue, S/Ozone PaEk_20,_New_York.______ 
COMPLETE YOUR MAGAZINE COLLECTION. ”W~E~ HAVE ALL KINDS, OLD AND NEW;

. science-fiction, fantasy, weird, adventure, detective,- western, etc.
Send in your want list. BOOKLOVERS BARGAIN HOUSE, Box 214, Little 
Rock ~ _
ADVERTISE YOUR~FAN"mAG’”( CURR§JT ISSUES ONLY) IN OUR CLASSIFIED COLUMN I 
0nly__l£ per wordx 25J^ordsjninimum.__________________'_____________________
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